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It’s hard to believe we’re in November already. I’ve given gift suggestions before, so here are a few more 
which your loved ones might enjoy.



Cable connection to CarPlay is OK, but . . .
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I’m a big fan of CarPlay. CarPlay provides navigation and traffic reports. It works with Siri to read text 
messages and emails out loud. You can dictate message. It can play the music you request and perform 
many other functions. Best of all, CarPlay provides hands-free use of your phone while you’re driving.

But many times I have started driving and realized too late I forgot to connect my phone. Of course, no one 
would ever plug in their phone while driving.



Amazon—DARAWL Wireless CarPlay Adapter

Wireless CarPlay Adapter is much better!

• DARAWL brand
• Bluetooth
• Automatic
• Hands-free
• $70
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Now there are wireless adapters for CarPlay. The brand name of the one I bought is DARAWL. It has a short cable 
that connects to my car's USB port, and then it connects wirelessly to my phone. It was as easy to set up as any 
Bluetooth device. Now every time I get in the car it takes just a few seconds to automatically reconnect to my phone. 
The device is small, and it has a green LED that indicates when the device is active. It also comes with a piece of 
double-stick tape if you want to attach it near your USB port.

I bought one for our car from Amazon for $70. I’ve been using it since early October, and it has worked flawlessly. A 
few weeks later I bought another one for my truck, and my iPhone has no trouble telling which device to connect to.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DF7QXPNL?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title&th=1


Amazon—Thumbs Up Lazy Phone Stand Cell Phone Holder

Thumbs Up Lazy Phone Stand

• $4 on ebay; also in multi-packs
• Several colors
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ebay—Thumbs Up Lazy Phone Stand Cell Phone Holder

Here’s a good stocking-stuffer. This little phone stand is both practical and whimsical. The Thumbs Up can 
hold your phone upright, or the arms can spread out to hold your phone on its side. The little hands also 
rotate. I saw one on eBay for $4 and a pack of four for $12.49.

https://www.amazon.com/Thumbs-Graduation-Cellphone-Birthday-Husband/dp/B0CY1ZYZSC/ref=sr_1_4?crid=G7JK491ATV8K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Q4mxisxNKvIgG5Ja7XTptO4HNwoTL2hPjaoYoncb9O8u2tghtSuR0d9gJw76yoRMl1z9OVnpcFelds0gXUqTNMH-tvv03sjVEvBBAyb3ympi0Oq6pyaylpR1xx9aOgkSNwZceccPzS6xp-HCmUoa8j8kxjBBbtS8bPReEjn74TYkFPy6Ser2_nfcWkIEBCmM8txNWsFs3mLx2deiLFZWY6Ln1bYDCezCMO6bkIXO53U.ng2McuVOovlGmmJNXnitgXpj_nZOJrNq-Ni3FhUoNDw&dib_tag=se&keywords=thumbs+up+lazy+phone+stand+holder&qid=1728873581&sprefix=thumbs+up+phone+stand,aps,212&sr=8-4&th=1
https://www.ebay.com/sch/i.html?_from=R40&_trksid=p4432023.m570.l1313&_nkw=Thumbs+Up+iPhone+Stand&_sacat=0
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Apple HomePod Mini—still $99

Apple HomePod Mini

• Like an external speaker for your iPhone, 
Mac, or iPad

• Connects via home WiFi
• Responds to Siri commands
• Get two for stereo

I included the HomePod Mini in a previous presentation. It connects to your Mac or iPhone over your home 
WiFi, and the sound is amazing. I hope to get a second Mini someday because with two the source device 
sends separate signals for a stereo effect. You can also place HomePods in several rooms for full-house 
sound. Also, HomePods can be used as an intercom.

The HomePod Mini is still $99, the same as when Apple first introduced it in 2020. The full size HomePod, 
which has even better fidelity, costs $300.

https://www.apple.com/homepod-mini/
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Benks ArmorPro iPhone Case

Benks—Benks Armor iPhone Case

• made of Kevlar
• highest rating
• MagSafe compatible
• $40

Amazon—Benks ArmorPro iPhone Case

The Benks ArmorPro is probably the best phone case on the market. It’s made of Kevlar (i.e., bullet-proof vest 
material), it’s thin enough to allow MagSafe recharging, and you can get $10 off your first purchase. The regular 
price is $40 plus shipping if you buy directly from Benks; it’s $50 from Amazon Prime (free shipping).

https://www.benks.com/products/armorpro-case-kevlar-600d-for-iphone-16?sscid=a1k8_qrtcb
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CCNDVPZ4?tag=macworld05-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&asc_refurl=https://www.macworld.com/article/2148223/best-gifts-for-iphone-users.html
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Twelve South HiRise 3-in-1 MagSafe Charger

Amazon—Twelve South 3-in-1 MagSafe Charger

• Charges iPhone, Apple 
Watch, and AirPods 
simultaneously

• Space saver
• iPhone charger can be 

tilted
• $133 from Amazon

What do you get for the man who has everything? A stand that can charge his stuff all at once—his iPhone, 
Apple Watch, and AirPods. This gadget is a space saver for your bedside table. It has a single five-foot 
cable that replaces three. The charger is $133 from Amazon. (Note there are other less expensive products 
available, so shop around, though Twelve South is a reputable brand.)

https://www.amazon.com/Twelve-South-Compact-MagSafe-Charging/dp/B0CV4WNKHT/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2GD9EWR60QK65&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vz38F_L9VU2NVVzhDBqWW3GjwUy6eKcC9j4NrDxJ8XJdZVQuAk74hI_GkwpSNlU4PH9z61BadOVWdsi776Tb01aochLWONJzRrEhKMZuAYLpaRn8cZsZg0cdmMikJAZISRBP0gdWiuXYyPc1qH3mjQlpHiowDPzPKEXGjcPTE1reVQMiugWQT4hTmXZ0KO6cEjbt50pesPxdpYnRbpK52id0-oseDn7bOnllJ1eAvk8.VLgLYUobZtEibfSue2s29VyGf9TFRie6ckBq_-KGVnk&dib_tag=se&keywords=twelve+south+hirise+3+deluxe+3-in-1+wireless+charging+stand&qid=1728957767&sprefix=Twelve+South+HiRise+3+Deluxe+3-in-1+Wireless+Charging+Stand,aps,328&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1


8

Belkin AirPods Cleaning Kit

Amazon—Belkin AirPods Cleaning Kit

• Everything you need to give your AirPods a 
thorough cleaning

• $10.49 from Amazon

Those expensive, high quality AirPods need to be maintained now and then. For less than $11 you can get 
a Belkin Cleaning Kit to keep your AirPods at their best acoustic performance. The kit includes a cleaning 
brush, wax softener, cleaning gel, and a microfiber cloth.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BL8FVWPM?tag=macworld05-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1&asc_refurl=https://www.macworld.com/article/2148223/best-gifts-for-iphone-users.html
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KeySmart

KeySmart

KeySmart is a company that specializes in gadgets that are useful and compact. Their motto is, “Saving 
The World From Bulky Pockets.” Here are two of their products that could make good presents.

Saving !e World From Bulky Pockets

https://www.getkeysmart.com
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KeySmart Max

KeySmart Max

• Bluetooth

• Find your keys

• Find your phone

• LED light

• Holds 14 keys/
accessories

• Recharge with USB

• 2-year warranty

• $45 from Amazon

Amazon—KeySmart Max

KeySmart’s premier products are a line of key organizers. They range from $20 to $60. The $60 key 
organizer is called the KeySmart Max. It connects via Bluetooth to your phone. If you misplace your keys 
you can use your phone to activate an audible alert. Conversely, you can use the device to find your phone. 
It has an LED light for finding a lock in the dark. It has a ring for your car’s key fob. It can hold up to 14 keys 
and accessories. You can add items such as a screwdriver/bottle opener, pliers, blade, and so on. It’s like 
an electronic Swiss Army knife that also holds your keys. It costs $60 from the manufacturer and $45 from 
Amazon. If you shop for the KeySmart Max you should also check out the KeySmart iPro—not as many 
features but still a good product

https://www.getkeysmart.com/products/keysmart-max
https://www.amazon.com/KeySmart-Max-Trackable-Organizer-Technology/dp/B08MBJ4SLJ/ref=sr_1_2?crid=5BJ4GHQ111IV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TDzgH5wMpA9O0kWirREHJNgrIOqMWDTF75DgrDPM9AHsQyNnpvOTSLjHrJ9jKADn7v-_8j0H7BJ6T3PfVl-r1UaZdDNI2ayRDcuRkQrWUW2fa9nItgbUQt2iuOmM0ezPhS68xGZBBO5wToowKgY8eRsgOCUnifX1zUOzhewMaf8BwJ7CSSNSE9Bmp1eNcoUg2jrMqluy4AFS3w38Wt9XKUz288vJJRarbFC517unRqo.KAgi5TCfTT4gtjtEYEvSxhlB_I-4YE5nHH4fWwARcYo&dib_tag=se&keywords=KeySmart+Max&qid=1729523545&sprefix=keysmart+max,aps,504&sr=8-2
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KeySmart SmartCard

Amazon—KeySmart SmartCard

• Credit card size

• 200' range

• Audible alert in the card

• Audible alert in your 
phone

• $40

The KeySmart SmartCard is the size of a credit card. Pair it with your phone and slip it into a slot in your 
billfold. Your phone can track it up to 200 feet away. You can activate an audible alert in the card, and the 
card can alert your iPhone if you go off and leave your wallet someplace. The SmartCard does not include a 
charging station, but it will recharge on an Apple MagSafe. A single charge lasts as long as five months. The 
card costs $40. (The picture shows the front and back, not a two-pack.)

https://www.amazon.com/KeySmart-SmartCard-Rechargeable-Reusable-Versatile/dp/B0CB4VL6GC/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=NQF67YMNWVEA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nAjt7CEvCxvZV1HMPso16rskq354PzSWxNAqHTLGtXd7_Gzrt1HbC7LqGTSC5KZUh3pJGM5rnEEmmVq6ubMwp2X15-KI2bYFfC0T0qigMWqKI6EUsSZiNsgiUxVwd31R1ErJvJf2-vMa4uWOV_bjevML8eeF-iXBH1au751ldgnqdd0_nU_tdd86CYUfcSYWaZtSa3TpZrP_SQblbl3UmG36Ki0G62Pn3w2j5W7l4K8.kR-I4XVIG62b9L3Vp6AMhKTnzZ02MCc0UxLvmEuEsYs&dib_tag=se&keywords=keysmart+smartcard&qid=1729461557&sprefix=keysmart+smartcard,aps,243&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
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Ray-Ban Smart Sunglasses

Ray-Ban Smart Glasses

• Several colors and styles

• Make phone calls

• Play music

• Record audio/video

• Live stream

• Meta AI

• $300

This gift should appeal to the Wannabe 007 in your family. These stylish sunglasses come in a variety of colors. 
Plus, it’s electronic. It has speakers and a microphone for making phone calls. The speakers can play music. In 
the outer corner of each lens is a tiny 12-megapixel camera for recording up to 60 seconds of audio+video. You 
can even live-stream with them. And you can talk to Meta AI. A charge lasts 36 hours. The glasses start at $300.

https://www.ray-ban.com/usa/ray-ban-meta-smart-glasses
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Tenikle

Amazon—Tenikle

• Phone holder

• Tripod

• Wrap-around

• Suction cups

• $25

The Tenikle is one of the stranger-looking gadgets, but it’s also quite clever. It’s a device for holding your 
iPhone while taking pictures, and it works just about anyplace. The rotating clamp holds your phone 
securely. The legs can make a tripod, or they can be wrapped around a pole, a fence rail, bicycle 
handlebars, or whatever. The suction cups can attach to glass. And you can roll up the legs into a ball. A 
Tenikle costs $25.

https://www.amazon.com/Tenikle%C2%AE-PRO-Flexible-Tentacle-Compatible/dp/B0CNDY2YVY/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1N0H2RLYB33P9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.urfuZ10lagvVSsVC9bS1Ckj1KWeD6WIkwn60Zf9n-SU0FvwM9EmMScWZzbNYNADuMwNVL0SMoRxNKZv0u369JHnTZ4KnO7RNuRSoF4WrQ0ZfW2V3QsMyh1rkHNWtj4HgZ4SkQTS2AEhlWDtY88YHSHdCeNZmSszq0jpMXJQ1vQqQs1y1prxFFf2bEfkd-piUlHLOwc1Zo8Q6CfpgkFYBeSNVK0p2wFF0_O3g9RYpz0U.s3SSydAkLC08b8Dy-R7P3GyDoDOiWTTgU98iSY0TmBo&dib_tag=se&keywords=tenikle&qid=1729464999&sprefix=Tenikle,aps,188&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
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PhoneSoap 3

Amazon—PhoneSoap 3

• Sanitizes using UV light

• Cleans iPhones and earbuds

• Also a charger

• $80 from Amazon

The PhoneSoap 3 is probably the most practical gift idea on this list. Your iPhone is a haven for germs. But 
after ten minutes of exposure to the ultraviolet light inside a PhoneSoap your phone is sanitized and 
disinfected. It also works with earbuds. And the PhoneSoap doubles as a wireless charger. It comes in five 
colors, and it costs $80 on Amazon.

https://www.amazon.com/PhoneSoap-Sanitizer-Universal-Patented-Clinically/dp/B071KGVLBB?tag=mashable-editpost-20&ascsubtag=02b651GucLS3oA02D31XLik&th=1
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Merry 
Christmas!

Hanukkah 
Sameach!

So there are some gift ideas that range from the ridiculous to the sublime. Have fun shopping!


