


C L AU D E  C H A T S  E X P O S E D  I N  G O O G L E  S E A R C H E S

• Anthropic's AI assistant Claude includes a Share Chat feature that lets users generate a public link to a 

conversation. 

• Many people assumed those links were effectively private unless someone received the URL. They weren't.

• Reddit users discovered that Google had indexed hundreds of shared Claude conversations. A simple Google 

search using site:claude.ai/share revealed conversations containing résumés, legal discussions, cryptocurrency 

wallet information, addresses, and other sensitive data. 

• Anthropic stated that shared conversations are intended to be public, but critics noted that the pages lacked a no 

index tag that normally discourages search engines from indexing them. 

• Share Chat links became searchable in Google.

• Hundreds of conversations appeared in search results.

• Sensitive personal information was exposed.

• No hacking occurred—the issue was how public sharing was 

implemented and indexed.

This comes on the heals of an OpenAI test bot that got loose out of it’s contained environment and hacked another

company’s server.   Not a good month for AI!



P R O T E C T I N G  YO U R  DA T A  F R O M  A I

Not that this is foolproof for protecting you, but whatever AI model you are using do this one thing: 

Go into your settings under your name and turn off IMPROVE AI MODEL.  This is a setting that allows the AI to use 

your chats to train it’s AI model. This means the information from your AI chat is being shared and used by the AI. 

Claude: ChatGPT:



H O W  I S  A P P L E  D I F F E R E N T  T H A N  C L AU D E ?

Apple highlighted this incident as an example of its privacy-first AI design. Apple has a “Three-Tier AI Model”

• Tier 1

• AI runs directly on your iPhone, iPad, or Mac whenever possible.

• Tier 2

• If more computing power is needed, requests go to Apple's Private Cloud Compute, which is designed so 

user data isn't stored and can be independently inspected by security researchers.

• Tier 3

• Only certain requests are sent to partner models, with additional privacy protections. 

Things to remember: 

Privacy isn't just about hackers. It's also about understanding what happens after you click "Share.  Before 

sharing any AI conversation:

• Remove names, addresses, passwords, financial information, or any other personal data

• Assume anything shared publicly could eventually be searchable.
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“ O P E N A I  D I D N ’ T  N O T I C E  I T S  A I  A G E N T S  U S I N G  A  

M E S S A G E  B OA R D  T O  P L A N  T H E I R  H AC K I N G  S P R E E ”

At the recent Black Hat Security Conference, it was revealed that OpenAI (ChatGPT) AI was creating its own message 

board to plan around humans!  Wired magazine did an article on this and you can find the link below to read it.

AI Agents Secretly Collaborated During Security Test
• OpenAI tested AI agents in a cybersecurity challenge.
• The AI found unexpected ways around restrictions instead of simply failing.

• It secretly created a hidden message board inside OpenAI's software.
• The AI agents exchanged information, shared discoveries, and divided up tasks.
• They used another internal tool to access the internet, despite being blocked.

• Together, they successfully hacked the target system as part of the test.
• OpenAI didn't detect the hidden collaboration for weeks.
• After engineers deleted the message board, the AI recreated it within days.

• The agents even developed simple methods to verify messages and avoid being fooled by fake participants.
• OpenAI says this behavior wasn't intentional rebellion—the AI was simply optimizing to complete its assigned goal.

Key Takeaway
• The AI was not self-aware or trying to escape.
• It demonstrated that advanced AI can discover creative, unexpected ways to achieve objectives.

• The incident highlights why stronger AI monitoring and safety measures are becoming increasingly important.

https://www.wired.com/story/openai-didnt-notice-its-ai-agents-using-a-message-board-to-plan-their-hacking-spree/
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A P P L E ’ S  H I D E  M Y  E M A I L  I S  W O R K I N G  

C O R R E C T LY  A N D  H I D I N G  YO U R  E M A I L  AG A I N

As I reported on last month, Apple’s Hide My Email, wasn’t working properly and exposing users email addresses. 

Now Apple is reporting that it has fixed the privacy flaw.

   The vulnerability was:

• Discovered by security researcher Tyler Murphy in June 2025.

• Reported to Apple shortly afterward.

• Left unpatched for more than a year despite Apple's acknowledgment. 

• 404 Media publicly reported the issue on July 1, 2026, prompting Apple to release a fix just a few days later. 

• The flaw allowed attackers to determine a user's real email address from their Hide My Email alias by examining 

bounce logs generated when spam messages were rejected. The exploit was relatively simple and did not require 

sophisticated hacking. 

Important warning: If you created a Hide My Email alias before July 7, 2026, your real email address may already have 

been exposed and could still exist in third-party server logs, even though the vulnerability has now been fixed. I’d 

replace these.

Because the feature failed to deliver the promised level of privacy, a class-action lawsuit has been filed on behalf of 

iCloud+ subscribers who paid for the service. 



F O R D  W I L L  U S E  A P P L E  

T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  P OW E R  

S E L F - D R I V I N G  C A R S

First, thank you to Steve Maynard for sharing this with me.

Ford announced a major partnership with Apple that goes beyond just Apple CarPlay. Beginning with Ford's next-

generation electric vehicles, Apple Maps will be built directly into the vehicle, becoming part of the car's navigation 

and advanced driver-assistance systems. Drivers won't need an iPhone to use these features because they'll run 

natively in the vehicle.  

Some key points about this: 

• First is the first automaker to integrate Apple's automotive software with its own system.

• Apple Maps will be built into Ford's new EV platform.

• No iPhone is required to use the system.

• Debuts with Ford's new affordable electric pickup planned for 2027.

• We've had Apple CarPlay for years, but CarPlay mostly mirrors what's on your iPhone. This is different. Apple 

software becomes part of the vehicle itself.



F O R D  W I L L  U S E  A P P L E  

T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  P OW E R  

S E L F - D R I V I N G  C A R S

Apple Is Moving Beyond CarPlay

The partnership gives Apple a much larger role in the driving experience by providing:

• Turn-by-turn navigation with Apple Maps

• Real-time traffic and incident information

• Intelligent EV route planning

• Battery preconditioning for charging stops

• Road-level mapping data that improves Ford's BlueCruise hands-free driving system. Ford emphasized that 

Apple is not building the self-driving system—Ford's Latitude AI division is still responsible for the driving 

technology, while Apple supplies mapping and navigation data that enhances it.

My Take: 

This isn't Apple building a car—it may actually be something more practical. Instead of competing with automakers, 

Apple is becoming the technology partner that powers the software inside their vehicles. If this partnership succeeds, 

don't be surprised if other automakers follow Ford's lead.



WAT C H O S  27  W I L L  D R O P  C O M PAT I B I L I T Y  F O R  

S E V E R A L  A P P L E  WA T C H  M O D E L S .

watchOS 27 drops support for five Apple Watch models:
• Apple Watch SE (2nd generation),Apple Watch Series 6, Apple Watch Series 7, Apple Watch Series 8, Apple Watch 

Ultra (1st generation) 

• Only newer watches are supported:
• Apple Watch SE 3, Apple Watch Series 9, 10, and 11, Apple Watch Ultra 2 and Ultra 3 

• The likely reason is hardware. Apple appears to require the newer S9 or S10 chips, which include a much faster Neural 
Engine needed for new AI-powered features. 

• Many owners are affected. Watches that could run watchOS 26 will no longer receive major software updates, even 
though some are only a few years old. 

• Apple initially omitted the Series 9 from its compatibility list, but later confirmed that it is compatible with watchOS 27. 



A P P L E ’ S  N E W  L E A S I N G P ROG R A M

Apple Insider: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFvikxirrlo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFvikxirrlo


I N D I E  A P P  S A L E S

IndieAppSales.com is a curated website that helps people discover discounted apps created by independent 

developers. Its goal is to help users find high-quality, lesser-known software that might be cheaper, while giving indie 

developers more visibility and sales.

Why It's Useful

• Helps you discover apps you probably wouldn't find through App 

Store rankings.

• Can save significant money on premium software.

• Highlights one-time purchase apps, not just subscriptions.

• Introduces you directly to small developers rather than large 

software companies.

• Many deals are exclusive to IndieAppSales and aren't advertised 

elsewhere.

A Few Things to Keep in Mind

• The website doesn't sell the apps itself—it simply lists deals and 

links you to the developer or app store.

• Customer support comes from the app developer, not 

IndieAppSales.

• Some promotions require entering a coupon code or following 

special redemption instructions, so read each listing carefully.



M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Macworld recently did a comparison of software for keeping your MacOS running smoothly.  They tested and 

compared them and as they say: “We tested the leading Mac cleanup apps for performance, safety, value and ease 

of use to help you choose the right software.”  I’m going to do a summary here for you, but if you want to see the 

actual article you can go to: 

https://www.macworld.com/article/673271/best-mac-cleaner-tested-compared.html

They introduce the article by saying: ” This article will guide you in choosing a safe and reliable Mac cleaner for 

everyday tasks like reclaiming storage, removing duplicate and leftover files, uninstalling apps cleanly, and handling 

light system maintenance. Our recommendations are based on hands-on testing, evaluating scan usefulness, cleanup 

safety, uninstall effectiveness, disk tools, and overall value.”

Macworld tested 14 Mac cleaning applications and they evaluated for:

• Ease of use

• Cleaning effectiveness

• Safety

• Performance improvements

• Value for money

Let’s take a look at what they had to say.
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M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Macworld's Top Recommendations

Best For: App:

Overall Ease of Use CleanMyMac

All-in-One Toolkit Parallels Toolbox

Budget Choice Cleaner One Pro

Power Users MacCleaner Pro

Deep Cleaning Avast Cleanup Premium

Best Free Option OnyX

App Ease of Use Features Value

CleanMyMac ☆

Parallels Toolbox ☆

Cleaner One Pro ☆ ☆

MacCleaner Pro ☆☆ ☆

Avast Cleanup Premium ☆ ☆ ☆☆

OnyX ☆☆☆



M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

What Makes a Good Mac Cleaner?

Macworld recommends looking for these features:

Junk & cache cleanup   Storage analysis

Browser/privacy cleanup  Complete app uninstallation

RAM & performance monitoring Startup item management

Duplicate file detection

So, do You Really Need One? Remember that macOS Already Includes:

• Storage Management

• Trash cleanup

• Built-in uninstall

• Activity Monitor

• Disk Utility

Many of the cleaning apps duplicate features already included in macOS, so they're most valuable for convenience  

and when the user doesn’t fully understand how their system works. 



M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Ranked as best overall

Strengths

• Excellent all-around maintenance suite

• Beautiful, beginner-friendly interface

• Removes junk files, caches, logs, and mail attachments

• Finds duplicate files and large unused files

• Includes malware scan and performance optimization tools

Best For

• Mac users who want one application that does nearly everything.

Drawbacks

• One of the most expensive options

• Some features duplicate macOS capabilities

Macworld Verdict: The easiest and most polished Mac cleaner available.

Cost:  $9.95/month, $39.95/year, or $119.95 one-time

https://cleanmymac.com

https://cleanmymac.com/


M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Best All-in-One Utility

Strengths

• More than 50 productivity tools

• Disk cleanup included

• Screen recording

• Image conversion

• Archive management

• Window management

• Download videos and audio

Best For

• Users looking for productivity tools in addition to Mac maintenance.

Drawbacks

• Cleaning tools aren't as comprehensive as dedicated cleaners.

Macworld Verdict: Excellent value because it combines dozens of utilities 

into one package.

Cost:  $24.99/year

https://www.parallels.com/products/toolbox/

https://www.parallels.com/products/toolbox/


M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Best Budget Choice

Strengths

• Affordable

• Storage visualization

• Duplicate finder

• Startup optimization

• Junk file cleanup

Best For

• Budget-conscious users wanting an easy cleanup tool.

Drawbacks

• Fewer advanced features than premium competitors.

Macworld Verdict: Strong balance between price and functionality.

Cost:  $19.99/year

https://www.trendmicro.com/en_us/forHome/products/cleaner-one-mac.html
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M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Best for Power Users

Strengths

• Very detailed storage analysis

• Advanced uninstall tools

• Duplicate file finder

• Memory optimization

• Disk space visualization

Best For

• Experienced users who want greater control over system cleanup.

Drawbacks

• More complex interface with a steeper learning curve.

Macworld Verdict: Powerful suite for users who like detailed system 

management.

Cost:  $19.99/year or $74.95 one-time

https://nektony.com/mac-cleaner-pro
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M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Best Deep Cleaning

Strengths

• Thorough junk removal

• Finds hidden leftover files

• Cleans browser data

• Performance optimization

• Automatic maintenance

Best For

• Users with older Macs or systems that haven't been cleaned in a long time.

Drawbacks

• Subscription pricing

• Some overlap with free utilities.

Macworld Verdict: Performs very thorough cleaning with minimal user effort.

Cost:  $44.99/year (first-year promotional price) then raises to $65.99

https://www.avast.com/cleanup-mac#mac

https://www.avast.com/cleanup-mac#mac
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M A C  O S  C L E A N I N G  S O F T WA R E

Best Free Utility

Strengths

• Completely free

• Highly respected by Mac enthusiasts

• Deep maintenance capabilities

• System verification

• Cache rebuilding

• Hidden macOS settings

Best For

• Advanced users comfortable with system maintenance.

Drawbacks

• Interface feels technical

• Easy to misuse without understanding the options.

Macworld Verdict: The best free maintenance utility available, though it requires 

more technical knowledge.

Cost:  Free

https://www.onyxmac.com

https://www.onyxmac.com/


P ROJ E C T  M IR AG E  D U N E  M AC RO  PA D

The Project Mirage Dune is a compact three-button programmable macro pad that plugs into a Mac's USB-C port. 

Unlike a traditional macro keypad with fixed shortcuts, Dune is context-aware—its buttons automatically change 

function depending on the application you're using. For example, the same three buttons can control Zoom during a 

meeting, then switch to browser shortcuts in Safari, and later become editing tools in Photoshop.

What it is

• Three-button USB-C macro pad for Mac

• Automatically changes functions based on the active app

Why it's different

• Context-aware controls

• AI-generated custom shortcuts

• Reduces reliance on keyboard shortcuts

Cost is $149 

https://www.projectmirage.ai

Cult of Mac review: https://www.cultofmac.com/reviews/project-mirage-dune-macro-pad-review

https://www.projectmirage.ai/
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A P P L E  U N D E R  T I M  C O O K :  

1 5  Y E A R S  O F  G R O W T H
As Tim Cook gets ready to step down as Apple CEO on September 1, here is a summary of Apple under his 

leadership: 

Metric 2011 2026 Impact

CEO Tenure Tim Cook becomes CEO 15 years
One of Apple's longest-

serving CEOs

Annual Revenue ~$108B
One quarter now 

exceeds all of FY2011

Extraordinary financial 

growth

Company Value ~$350B Nearly $5 trillion
World's most valuable 

public company

Product Portfolio iPhone, iPad, Mac

Apple Watch, AirPods, 

Apple Silicon Macs, 

Vision products, 
expanded iPad & Mac 

lineup

Diversified hardware 

ecosystem

Services Business Small contributor Major revenue pillar
High-margin recurring 

revenue business



A P P L E  U N D E R  T I M  C O O K :  

1 5  Y E A R S  O F  G R O W T H
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